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The Bodily Resurrection Of The Lord Jesus Christ 
(Quotes assembled and put together by Thomas Kissinger) 

 
According to John Gavazzoni: (After having been asked about the “supposed” 
tomb of Jesus that was said to have been discovered in Jerusalem) 
 
Over the last 53+ years of my spiritual experience in the faith of Christ, I've seen 
so many pseudo-scientific attempts to discredit the apostolic testimony, that it's 
just one more (yawn)blip on the screen for me as I relish the reality of the all-
conquering Christ.  
 
The bodily resurrection of Christ is certainly fundamental to the apostolic 
testimony and it is what gives content and cohesiveness to the meaning of God's 
purpose in creation.  
 
The narrative of the resurrection of Christ recorded in the Gospels intersects with 
my experience of Him at the deepest level of my intelligence and subjective, 
intuitive awareness. All that is truly human in my existential psyche exclaims "He 
is risen; death is defeated; He makes all things new." -end quote- 
 
According to Dr. Stephen Jones: The Scriptures as a whole find their focus 
upon Jesus. The hope of all mankind from the beginning to the end rests upon 
Him and His work and ministry. Thus, it is self evident that the concept of 
resurrection in both the Old Testament and the new should be defined and 
understood in terms of Jesus’ resurrection. Whatever one says about 
resurrection, where one is raised from the dead to immortality, Jesus’ 
resurrection is the only real pattern we have. All other patterns, while helpful, are 
limited, because those raised from the dead later died as mortals. 
 

The Pattern of Jesus’ Resurrection 
 
The first and most important pattern is that Jesus was raised bodily from the 
tomb. The disciples came to the tomb to look for Him, but He had risen. His 
resurrection was NOT the same thing as His ascension, or going to heaven. It 
was a physical, literal event, “as He said” (Matt. 28:6). In other words, when 
Jesus talked of the resurrection prior to that time, He meant to convey the literal 
meaning of the term, not a “spiritual” event in the sense that some take it. 
 
The only real question is “with what body do they come?” (1 Cor. 15:35? Is the 
resurrected body physical or spiritual? The answer is: BOTH. He had a heavenly 
Father and an earthly mother, and the resurrected body was the culmination of 
that relationship. He could enter the spiritual dimension (“heaven”) or the 
physical, earthly dimension at will. His Father had given Him all authority in 
BOTH realms, even as He said in Matt. 28:18 (NASB), 18 . . . All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
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As a result, He could take a physical form where the disciples could touch Him 
and see the wounds of His crucifixion (John 20:27). He could also eat food with 
the disciples (John 21:13; Luke 24:43). Then He could vanish (Luke 24:31) just 
as suddenly by taking spirit form. The question of whether Jesus was merely a 
spirit or if He had physical characteristics is faced and answered squarely in Luke 
24:36-43. 
 

And while they [disciples] were telling these things, He Himself stood in 
their midst.  But they were startled and frightened and thought that they 
were seeing a spirit.  And He said to them, Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts arise in your hearts?  See My hands and My feet, that it is I 
Myself; touch Me, and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones, as 
you see that I have.  And when He had said this, He showed them His 
hands and His feet.  And while they still could not believe it for joy and 
were marveling, He said to them, Have you anything here to eat?  And 
they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish;  and He took it and ate it before 
them. 

 
Jesus went out of His way to prove to them that He was not a spirit and that he 
had “flesh and bones.” He showed the disciples His physical scars, which no 
spirit would have. Then He asked for something to eat. A spirit cannot eat 
physical food. 
 
Most commentators point out the fact that Jesus said nothing about having blood. 
He only spoke of “flesh and bones.” While this is certainly true, the greater truth 
that He was raised with a physical body is often overlooked. And yet this is 
Luke’s prime focus in the passage above, because it was the main truth that 
Jesus was revealing to the disciples at that moment. 
 
This is not to say that Jesus was limited by His flesh to the physical world. The 
marvel of the moment was that Jesus, though physical, could move just as freely 
in the spiritual dimension as well. He was not confined to the spirit world, nor was 
He limited to the physical world. He had free access to both, because, as we 
have already pointed out, He had all authority in both heaven and earth, the 
spiritual and the physical realms. 
 
Jesus said to the Samaritan woman in John 4:24, 24 God is Spirit; and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
 
The Father, in other words, has generally limited Himself to the realm of the 
spiritual world. Man is likewise generally limited to the physical world. But Jesus 
is the Mediator, the Bridge between heaven and earth. More than that, He is our 
resurrection Pattern, our Example, by which we can know our destiny as well. 
What He is, we are becoming, for He is our Forerunner. 
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Jesus is limited by neither the spiritual world nor the physical world. He has all 
authority in BOTH realms. And so, even though we do not know very much about 
the nature of the resurrected body, the Bible makes these essentials very clear, 
because the nature of His resurrected body has become the pattern for our own 
resurrected body. -end quote- 
 
According to the apostle Paul: (1st Corinthians 15:1-10)  
 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also you have received, and wherein you stand; By which also 
you are saved, if you keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless 
you have believed in vain.  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  
And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to 
the scriptures:  And that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:  After 
that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.  After 
that, He was seen of James; then of all the apostles.  And last of all He 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.  For I am the least of 
the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am: 
and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me. -end quote- 

 
According to Gary Amirault: (After having been asked about the “supposed” 
tomb of Jesus that was said to have been discovered in Jerusalem)  What I have 
read is that we have here a couple of guys who are in for a quick cheap buck at 
Easter season. There are usually a few Jews during this time who bring up 
something to discredit Christianity and since the media is controlled by Jews who 
would like to get Christianity off this planet, they will promote it big time even if it’s 
a big hoax like the Davinci Code. The archaeologist who discovered it in the 
1980’s discredits them as frauds. -end quote- 
 
According to Richard Wayne Garganta: (After having been asked about the 
“supposed” tomb of Jesus that was said to have been discovered in Jerusalem) 
“A publicity stunt. A Jewish historian says they have found about 70 tombs 
marked like this. It was a very popular marking at that time.” 

 
 

'Lost Tomb of Jesus' Claim Called a Stunt 
Archaeologists Decry TV Film 

By Alan Cooperman Washington Post Staff Writer 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007; Page A03  
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Leading archaeologists in Israel and the United States yesterday denounced the 
purported discovery of the tomb of Jesus as a publicity stunt. 
 
Scorn for the Discovery Channel's claim to have found the burial place of Jesus, 
Mary Magdalene and -- most explosively -- their possible son came not just from 
Christian scholars but also from Jewish and secular experts who said their 
judgments were unaffected by any desire to uphold Christian orthodoxy. 
 
"I'm not a Christian. I'm not a believer. I don't have a dog in this fight," said 
William G. Dever, who has been excavating ancient sites in Israel for 50 years 
and is widely considered the dean of biblical archaeology among U.S. scholars. "I 
just think it's a shame the way this story is being hyped and manipulated." 
 
The Discovery Channel held a news conference in New York on Monday to 
unveil a TV documentary, "The Lost Tomb of Jesus," and a companion book 
about a tomb that was unearthed during construction of an apartment building in 
the Talpiyot neighborhood of Jerusalem in 1980. 
 
James Cameron, the filmmaker who explored the wreck of the Titanic and 
directed an Oscar-winning feature film based on its sinking, is executive producer 
of the documentary. Its claims are based on six ossuaries, or stone boxes for 
holding human bones, found in the tomb. 
 
The filmmakers contend that the inscriptions on the boxes say Yeshua bar Yosef 
(Jesus son of Joseph), Maria (Mary), Yose (Joseph), Matia (Matthew), 
Mariamene e Mara (Maria the Master) and Yehuda bar Yeshua (Judah son of 
Jesus). They maintain that "Mariamene e Mara" is Mary Magdalene and that 
Yehuda bar Yeshua may be her son by Jesus. 
 
Simcha Jacobovici, the film's Israeli-born director, said in a telephone interview 
yesterday that he commissioned four statistical studies that concluded that the 
odds of those particular names appearing in a single family tomb from the 1st 
century are "somewhere between 600 and 2.4 million to one." 
 
Jacobovici also said tests on the patina, or surface residue, of the "James 
Ossuary," which surfaced in 2002, indicate that it also came from the Talpiyot 
tomb. Israeli authorities have pronounced the James Ossuary, which purportedly 
held the bones of a brother of Jesus, a forgery and are prosecuting its owner. 
Jacobovici, who made a 2003 Discovery Channel film about it, maintains it is 
real. 
 
Dever, a retired professor of archaeology at the University of Arizona, said that 
some of the inscriptions on the Talpiyot ossuaries are unclear, but that all of the 
names are common. 
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"I've know about these ossuaries for many years and so have many other 
archaeologists, and none of us thought it was much of a story, because these are 
rather common Jewish names from that period," he said. "It's a publicity stunt, 
and it will make these guys very rich, and it will upset millions of innocent people 
because they don't know enough to separate fact from fiction." 
 
Similar assessments came yesterday from two Israeli scholars, Amos Kloner, 
who originally excavated the tomb, and Joe Zias, former curator of archaeology 
at the Israeli Antiquities Authority. Kloner told the Jerusalem Post that the 
documentary is "nonsense." Zias described it in an e-mail to The Washington 
Post as a "hyped up film which is intellectually and scientifically dishonest." 
 
Jodi Magness, an archaeologist at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
expressed irritation that the claims were made at a news conference rather than 
in a peer-reviewed scientific article. By going directly to the media, she said, the 
filmmakers "have set it up as if it's a legitimate academic debate, when the vast 
majority of scholars who specialize in archaeology of this period have flatly 
rejected this," she said. 
 
Magness noted that at the time of Jesus, wealthy families buried their dead in 
tombs cut by hand from solid rock, putting the bones in niches in the walls and 
then, later, transferring them to ossuaries. 
 
She said Jesus came from a poor family that, like most Jews of the time, 
probably buried their dead in ordinary graves. "If Jesus' family had been wealthy 
enough to afford a rock-cut tomb, it would have been in Nazareth, not 
Jerusalem," she said. 
 
Magness also said the names on the Talpiyot ossuaries indicate that the tomb 
belonged to a family from Judea, the area around Jerusalem, where people were 
known by their first name and father's name. As Galileans, Jesus and his family 
members would have used their first name and home town, she said.  "This 
whole case [for the tomb of Jesus] is flawed from beginning to end," she said. 
 
-end of article- 

 
 

TEN REASONS TO BELIEVE CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD 
One of the Essentials of the Christian Faith  

 
1. The Public Execution by Roman Soldiers Assured His Death:  
 

During the Jewish Feast of Passover, Jesus was swept away by an angry 
crowd into a Roman hall of justice. As He stood before Pilate, the 
governor of Judea, religious leaders accused Jesus of claiming to be the 



Page 6 of 9 

king of the Jews. The crowd demanded His death. Jesus was beaten, 
whipped, and sentenced to a public execution. On Golgotha outside of 
Jerusalem, He was crucified between two criminals. Brokenhearted 
friends and mocking enemies shared in His deathwatch. As the Sabbath 
neared, Roman soldiers were sent to finish the execution. These were 
professional executioners. To hasten death, they would break the legs of 
the criminals. But when they came to Jesus they did not break His legs, 
because from experience they knew He was already dead. As a final 
precaution, however, they thrust a spear into His side. It would take more 
than mere resuscitation for Him to ever walk about let alone be a threat 
again. 

 
2. A Roman Official Sealed The Tomb:  
 

The next day, religious leaders again met with Pilate. They said Jesus had 
predicted He would rise in 3 days. To assure that the disciples could not 
conspire in a resurrection hoax, Pilate ordered the official seal of Rome to 
be attached to the tomb to put grave robbers on notice. To enforce the 
order, soldiers stood guard. Any disciple who wanted to tamper with the 
body would have had to get by them, which wouldn't have been easy. The 
Roman guards had good reason for staying alert. The penalty for falling 
asleep while on watch was a brutal death.  

 
3. The Grave Was Found Empty, In Spite Of Guards:  
 

On the morning after the Sabbath, some of Jesus' followers went to the 
grave to anoint His body. But when they arrived, they were surprised at 
what they found. The huge stone that had been rolled into place over the 
entrance to the tomb had been moved, and Jesus' body was gone. As 
word got out, two disciples rushed to the burial site. The tomb was empty 
except for Jesus' burial wrappings, which were lying neatly in place. In the 
meantime, some of the guards had gone into Jerusalem to tell the Jewish 
officials that they had fainted in the presence of a supernatural being that 
rolled the stone away. And when they woke up, the tomb was empty. The 
officials paid the guards a large sum of money to lie and say that the 
disciples stole the body while the soldiers slept. They assured the guards 
that if the report of the missing body got back to the governor they would 
intercede on their behalf.  

 
4. People Claimed To Have Seen Him Alive:  
 

About AD 55, the apostle Paul wrote that the resurrected Christ had been 
seen by Peter, the 12 apostles, more than 500 people (many of whom 
were still alive at the time of his writing), James, and himself ( 1 
Corinthians 15:5-8). By making such a public statement, he gave critics a 
chance to check out his claims for themselves. In addition, the New 
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Testament begins its history of the followers of Christ by saying that Jesus 
"presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being 
seen by [the apostles] during forty days and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God" ( Acts 1:3). Not only was He seen alive 
but there were others who had died were also resurrected and seen in 
Jerusalem (Matthew 27: 50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud 
voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks 
rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, 
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.) 

 
5. His Apostles Were Drastically and Permanently Changed:  
 

When Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus, the other apostles ran for their lives. 
Even Simon Peter, who earlier had insisted that he was ready to die for 
his master, lost courage and denied that he ever knew Jesus. But the 
apostles went through a dramatic change. Within a short time, they were 
standing face to face with the ones who had crucified their Lord. Their 
spirits were bold and courageous. They became unstoppable in their 
determination to sacrifice everything for the one they called Savior and 
Lord. Even after they were imprisoned, beaten, threatened, and forbidden 
to speak in the name of Jesus, the apostles said to the Jewish leaders, 
"We ought to obey God rather than men" ( Acts 5:29). After they were 
beaten for disobeying the orders of the Jewish council, these once-
cowardly and sheepish apostles "did not cease teaching and preaching 
Jesus as the Christ" ( Acts 5:42). This was no mere story to save face. 
There were many men whom the Jews followed. They stirred up the 
people but were put to death and their fame and followers disappeared.  

 
6. Witnesses Were Willing To become Martyrs For Their Claims:  
 

History is full of martyrs. Thousands and thousands of men and women 
have died for their belief in Jesus. For this reason, it is not that significant 
to point out that the first disciples were willing die for their faith. But it is 
significant that while many will die for what they believe to be the truth, few 
if any will die for what they know to be a lie. That psychological fact is 
important because the disciples of Christ did not die for deeply held beliefs 
about which they could have been honestly mistaken. They died for their 
claims to have seen Jesus alive and well after His resurrection. They died 
for their claim that Jesus Christ had not only died for their sins but that He 
had risen bodily from the dead to show that He was like no other spiritual 
leader who had ever lived. This is one of the most compelling reasons. It 
is one thing to say you believe something, but to die for it puts a whole 
different perspective on it. 
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7. It Was Clearly Predicted in the Old Testament:  
 

The disciples were confused about some things. They expected their 
Messiah to restore the kingdom to Israel. Their minds were so fixed on the 
coming of a messianic political kingdom that they didn't anticipate the 
events essential to the salvation of their souls. They must have thought 
Christ was speaking in symbolic language when He kept saying over and 
over that it was necessary for Him to go to Jerusalem to die and be 
resurrected from the dead. Coming from one who spoke in parables, they 
missed the obvious until after it was all over. In the process, they also 
overlooked the prophet Isaiah's prediction of a suffering servant who 
would bear the sins of Israel, being led like a lamb to the slaughter, before 
God "prolonged His days" ( Isaiah 53:10).  

 
8. The day of worship for the Jewish believers changed:  
 

Basic to the Jewish way of life was observing the Sabbath day of rest and 
worship. A Jew who did not honor the Sabbath was guilty of breaking the 
Law of Moses. Jewish followers of Christ began worshiping with Gentile 
believers on a new day. Being faithful to the Law was at the heart of the 
Jewish religion. They were fiercely devoted to their traditions. They were 
willing to die for them! The first day of the week, the day on which they 
believed Christ had risen from the dead, replaced the Sabbath. For a Jew, 
it reflected a major change of life. The new day, along with the Christian 
conversion rite of baptism, declared that those who believed Christ had 
risen from the dead were ready for more than a renewal of Judaism. They 
believed that the death and resurrection of Christ had cleared the way for 
a new relationship with God. The new way was based not on the law, but 
on the sin-bearing, life-giving help of a resurrected Savior.  

 
9. It Was A Message that Changed the World:  
 

Look at the course of history. The gospel of Jesus Christ has raised and 
toppled empires. The promises of God throughout history can be clearly 
seen. Nations that have called upon God have been helped in their 
darkest hours. Nations that have refused to heed the message of the 
Gospel have suffered from the disease of sin and moral corruption to the 
point of extinction. You do not have to go too far in history to find out that a 
nation that falls has fallen from within. The mighty Roman Empire is a 
classic example. Look at the example we have today of the far reaching 
effect of this message. Our calendar, our holidays, and many other parts 
of many of the worlds cultures find their roots to this one all important 
event in history. It can truly be said that this was the only important event 
in history for history is His Story.  

 
10. It Fits The Experience Of Those Who Trust Him:  
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The apostle Paul wrote, "If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you" ( Romans 
8:11). This was the experience of Paul, whose heart was dramatically 
changed by the resurrected Christ. It is also the experience of people all 
over the world who have "died" to their old ways so that Christ can live His 
life through them. This spiritual power is not evident in those who try to 
add belief in Christ to their old life. It is seen only in those who are willing 
to "die" to their old life to make room for the rule of Christ. It is apparent 
only in those who respond to the overwhelming evidence for Christ's 
resurrection by acknowledging His Lordship in their heart.  

 

HE IS RISEN! 


